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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
TN THE CLAIMS; 
1-36. (Cancelled). 

37. (New) A footwear structure comprising: 
an outsole having a top surface; 

an upper extending from said outsole to at least partially define a cavity for 
receiving a foot, said upper comprising at least one upper stretch zone and at least first 
and second upper anchor zones, said upper stretch zone being disposed between said first 
and second upper anchor zones for allowing expansion of said upper; and 

a midsole disposed within said cavity and readily removable from said cavity, 
said midsole having a bottom surface disposed above said top surface of said outsole; 
said top surface of said outsole having an arched shank interlock portion which mates 
with a corresponding arched shank interlock portion in said bottom surface of said 
midsole, 

said midsole comprising a first region extending across the entire width of said 
midsole and having a first level of cushioning and a second region extending across the 
entire width of said midsole and having a second level of cushioning, said first level of 
cushioning being different from said second level of cushioning. 



2 

PAGE 3(7 * RCVD AT 8/3012004 3:30:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/7 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):02-04 



08/30/2004 15:31 FAX 



@004 



USSN 10/713,769 
Preliminary Amendment 
August 30, 2004 
Page 3 of 6 



38. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, said outsole further comprising at 
least one stretch zone allowing expansion of said outsole in at least one direction. 

39. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 38, wherein said stretch zone in said 
outsole comprises a molded stretch portion extending between first and second margin^ 
said first margin being secured to a first anchor zone in said outsole and said second 
margin being secured to a second anchor zone in said outsole. 

40. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 38, wherein at least a portion of said 
stretch zone in said outsole is disposed in a forefoot region of said outsole allowing 
expansion of said forefoot region of said outsole. 

41. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 38 said structure further comprising 
at least first and second anchor zones, said stretch zone being disposed between said first 
and second anchor zones. 

42. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 38, wherein said stretch zone allows 
said expansion and contraction of said outsole corresponding to expansion and 
contraction of a user's foot during wear. 
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43. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, wherein said arched shank 
interlock portion of said outsole comprises a continuous arc. 

44. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, wherein said upper stretch zone 
allows said expansion of said upper during wear by a user. 

45. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, wherein a bottom portion of said 
upper is disposed between said midsole and said outsole. 

46. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 45, wherein said bottom portion 
extends across an entire width and length of said midsole, and wherein said bottom 
portion has a shank interlock portion interlocking with said shank interlock portion in 
said outsole. 

47. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, wherein said first region 
comprises a heel region of said midsole and said second region comprises a forefoot 
region of said midsole. 

48. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, wherein said midsole includes a 
plurality of layers. 
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49. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 48, wherein the firmness of said layers 
decreases from a top layer of said midsole to a bottom layer of said midsole. 

50. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 37, wherein said structure further 
comprises a shank component disposed between said midsole and said outsole. 



51. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 50, wherein said shank component 
has a top surface which corresponds and mates with said shank interlock portion in said 
bottom surface of said midsole and a bottom surface which corresponds and mates with 
said shank interlock portion in said outsole, and wherein said shank component is 
disposed between said bottom surface of said midsole and said top surface of said 
outsole. 

52. (New) A footwear structure according to claim 50, wherein said shank is disposed 
against a bottom surface of said upper. 
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